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Curonic organic affections of the womb and of its appendages have 
long been the reproach of medicine. ‘They, many of them, tend to death, 
are malignant, and, having a bad name, little more is done for them than 
to make them as tolerable to the sufferer as well may be. Dr. Wm. 
Hunter, in a manuscript lecture of his on cancer of the womb, in my 
possession, makes many sensible remarks on the best mode of retarding 
those processes which always end in death. Thus he advises abstinence 
from animal food, except now and then, and of these recommends 
such only as are of white flesh, and have the least flavor—are the least 
stimulating, in other words. He is particular in his rules about dress, 
and especially directs that women with functional or ic disease of 
the womb or its appendages, and those, too, who would escape these, 
should wear flannel aoc Rest, also, is among his prescriptions, and 
sarsaparilla his principal medicine. But Dr. H. says nothing about cure. 
His means have in view only to retard the advance of destructive 
cesses, as ulceration in cancer, and so to prolong life. He does not 

to cure, as among the pu of treatment in such diseases. He would 
mainly labor to make a life of daily suffering more tolerable than without 
his agency it might be. 

Osiander, of Gottingen, labored to cure, to remove radically, malignant 
diseases of the womb. He cut away diseased portions, and with a bra- 
very which was always tempered with wisdom, and guided by the best 
knowledge of what he meant to do, and how it should be best done. He 
was often successful. McDowell, a physician in our western wilds, de- 
termined to do something to prevent the fatal issue of diseased ovaries, 
and in pursuing this purpose extirpated them, with a success, and in num~ 
bers, and under circumstances, which made an epoch in that department of 
surgery. Dupuytren and others followed Osiander in excising the mouth, 
the neck, or larger portions of the womb, but they were not very success- 
ful. Lizars, and quite lately Gray, have followed McDowell in his 
Operation, but with less success, 

Occasionally a case is referred to, of removal, either spontaneously, or 
by, or after the ere of medicine, of these diseases. I have thus 
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known cauliflower excrescence removed by ligature, without return of the 
disease. Ihave known very striking effects follow the internal and ex- 
ternal use of medicine for tumors which for the most part are regarded 
as incurable, and which are passed by without exciting any remedial re- 
gard. Sir Astley Cooper somewhere speaks of the professional negli 
gence of these diseases. Is it right to abandon their subjects, simply 
cause such diseases have got a bad name? I have always treated them 
as I would other diseases. My attendance on them has been regular, 
and means have been put into use. The attendance has ceased, because 
at length it has appeared obvious that no benefit was coming of treatment, 
or the patient, or more frequently her friends, have thought farther care, 
or farther expense, unnecessary. 

I will, in more or less detail, refer to some cases of reputed malignant 
diseases of the womb, and of its appendages, which have come under my 
notice, and for which means have been used, with a view to curative 


agencies. 
Cases of Cauliflower Excrescence. 

Case I.—Mrs. . ‘Tumor small, insensible, springing from the 
os uteri. Drain of a fluid from vagina constant and great ; occa- 
sionally hemorrhage ; much exhaustion, and evident sinking from disease. 
A ligature was applied round the tumor. It came away, bringing a few 
shreds only of what it had surrounded. Discharge ceased. Upon exa- 
mination no tumor was to be discovered. ‘The os uteri from whence it 
sprang, was found healthy. Strength returned, and the patient after 
time left the city without complaint. I have not heard of her since. 

Case II.—Mrs. . The history of this case is very much 
the same with that above given. ‘There was an insensible tumor spring- 
ing from the os uteri, irregular in its outline, or rough from small projec- 
tions. Watery drain constant from vagina—at times hemorrhage. 
ture was applied, and in a few days came away, bringing scarcely any- 
thing with it. The noose had sticking to it some very small remnants of 
the large tumor which it had surrounded. This woman recovered 


ectl 
ae . ‘This woman had a tumor like those above 


Case II].—Mrs. 
described, and with like symptoms. She died exhausted by discharge of 
water and hemorrhage. i saw her after death. Scarcely an appearance 
of tumor was discovered. In this case ligature was not Joplied. 

Case 1V.—Mrs. K I was desired in December, 1846, to 
visit Mrs. K. I found her in bed, thin, pale and sallow, and apparently 
suffering from some chronic and exhausting disease. She said she was 
over 40 years old, had been married ten years, and had never had child- 
ren. Her complaint, she continued, was a tumor of the womb, which 
was of more than a year’s notice by her. At times much hemorrhage 
occurred from it, sod at all times a watery discharge. Of late this had 


become so great as to exhaust her exceedingly, and she thought that it 
would be impossible for her to survive many weeks if it continued. It 
was sufficient to wet forty large towels a week, sometimes eight in a — 
It was water, without color, without smell, and without mucus. 
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disease was in no sense, or in itself, a painful one. It pressed against the 
sacrum and produced pain in that ley and it obstructed aor pres rec- 
tum, and so troubled its functions. She added, that within a short time 
emaciation had ra idly increased, and her strength had failed. She 
wanted to live. e would endure anything that she might live. I 
have heard the desire to live expressed by many, and when death was 
near at hand by cause of sudden diseases, or accidental occurrences, with- 
out precursory disease ; but I never heard it utter itself with such emphasis 
as it spoke from that woman. She had a face which expressed in the 
strongest manner her whole feelings, and having passed her hand over it 
as if to remove from it whatever might diminish the power of what she 
had to say, bent her eyes upon me as I leaned over the foot-board of her 
bedstead, and said, “‘ Have you the heart, Sir, to do an operation which 
may save life, though it be at the risk of taking it? That is the question 
which I want answered, and in the most distinct manner.” I said that 
I believed I was equal to my whole professional obligation, and would 
state to her what might be my duty specially to her, after I had learned 
by an examination what was her disease, and that I would act as that 
duty seemed to me to demand. She said that her case had already been 
examined, but no operation recommended, but she could not yet give 
up. She begged me at once to make the examination which was to settle 
the course 1 was to pursue. 

Upon examination | found a tumor filling the vagina, and which was 
most developed in its sacral aspect. It was hard, and perfectly insen- 
sible. It was not regular in its outline, but had projections, and super- 
ficial, and deep sulci between its rounded and ridge-like inequalities. 
It was of a greyish color, and the discharge from it was an inodorous, 
colorless water. I said I saw nothing in the character of the tumor to 
forbid an operation. I described to her the operation, the ligature, and 
stated that it would give her little or no pain. I learned that a profes- 
sional friend of great surgical knowledge and reputation had been asked 
to see her, but had not called, and said that I would request him to see 
her, as I wished to have his opinion of the operation I had in view. He 
called the next day, and wrote me that he thought the tumor presented 
no objections to the ligature, that an operation in the case might be done, 
but that inflammation might follow, and the tumor might re-appear. This 
opinion was stated to Mrs. K. She determined to submit to the opera- 
tion, and to abide the issue. 

A ligature was passed round the tumor in the close of December, and 
it was purposely applied as high as it could be done. It was not found 
so easy to do this as was supposed, and as those who never made the 
attempt may imagine. ‘The tumor filled the vagina. It was exceedingly 
regula in its outline. The double canule of Gooch used, and was 
easily carried along the fingers, to the root of the tumor. The attempt 
now to separate the two, by keeping one fixed, and sweeping the other 
horizontally round the tumor, was embarrassed by many obstacles. 
was at length done, and the silver clasps carried along the tubes to make 
them again one instrument. The ligature was now drawn tight and se- 


, 
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cured. Some pain followed this part of the operation, but soon subsided. 
It resembled the dragging sensation which | have heard complained of 
in other cases. ‘The next day | found the instrument very far out of 
the vagina, and upon examination discovered that the ligature did not 
embrace the whole of the tumor, but had been carried by the canula into 
one of the deep depressions of the tumor, instead of encircling the base. 
I state this thus particularly, as a caution in applying the ligature round 
uterine tumors, especially malignant ones, which are much more apt to be 
irregular in their outline than are the non-malignant. Said a physician 
who very kindly assisted me in this operation, let those who are astonish- 
ed at a failure in doing such an operation try to do it themselves, and 
they may learn that there are difficulties in the way they hardly dreamed 
of. The ligature was now removed, and then applied again, and with 
entire success. It was-tightened every two or three days, and each time 
showed that there was a gain on the tumor. Some days the ligature 
could be drawn an inch before it stopped. Generally not so much. 
There was always pain on drawing the ligature. It, however, was never 
@ permanent pain, or of any long continuance. An opiate was often 
iven to remove it, and doubtless made the time of suffering shorter. 
he instrument began at length to project farther and farther from the 
vagina. ‘The ligature showed by its length that very little of the tumor 
remained encircled by it. I now examined the vagina, and found it 
empty. I could feel nothing but the canula, and a small loop of ligature 
encircling a portion of the original tumor which had not disappeared. 
The os uteri, excepting this spot which looked to the sacrum, was per- 
fectly smooth and even in its outline, not a shred of tumor remaining ex- 
cept at the — referred to, and this was firmly within the grasp of the 
ligature. ‘There was no discharge from the vagina. Thre had been 
scarcely any since the Jigature was applied. What discharge did take 
ace was the liquified tumor as it was cast off by the living textures 
which it had been separated by living agencies. Nothing like a 
tumor had been thrown off. ‘The ligature was now daily tightened, and 
I daily looked for its coming away. On the twenty-second day from 
the use of the canula, I found Mrs. K. in unusual spirits, and hiding 
something under the bed-clothes as I entered. I asked what it was. 
She at once drew out the instrument, which she said had come away that 
morning, and which she was now rubbing very carefully to restore to it 
its original brightness. I asked if anything had come away with the 
ligature. She replied, yes, and showed me a thin small mass, like dense 
membrane, on a towel. Upon examination I found that portion of the 
tumor remaining, round which I felt the ligature, of the size, say, of one 
joint of the thumb, emp hare the posterior lip of the os uteri. 
asked how it hap that the instrument had come off before 


ing the tumor. said that she felt a strong desire to rise from bed to 
evacuate the bowels, and that, in suddenly moving, the instrument had 
been caught in the bed-clothes and was torn away the vaginn, giving 
her exquisite pain. I made no attempt to re-apply the ligature, for 
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was the situation of the remaining portion of the original disease that I 
did not believe that a ligature would hold on it. 

Mrs. K. now rose from bed. Took exercise. Got excellent appetite. 
Gained flesh, and felt well. Not the smallest drain occurred from the vagi- 
na of water, of pus, or of blood. Her feet and ankles swelled, but at length 
this swelling disappeared. But after some weeks signs showed that the 
disease had returned. There was again water, and blood, and pain. She 
began to fail, and in five months after the operation she died. To the 
last she never regretted the operation. It had lengthened life and ena- 
bled her to enjoy it. Cheerfully would she submit again to the same 
measure, if it promised her the least chance of continued existence. I could 
offer her no inducements to submit to it. Her power of living was well 
nigh gone, and she sunk and died. 


Cases of Uterine Polypi removed by Ligature. 

_ Case V.—Miss S., aged 18. Came under my charge last summer. 
She was perfectly anhemic. 1 have seen many instances of this disease, 
but in no one do I remember its physiognomy to have been more strongly 
marked. ‘The lips, gums, tongue, inside of cheeks, caruncule lachrymales, 
nostrils, every texture was blanched. She had suffered from uterine he- 
morrhage for about four years. She had grown tall in that time, the time 
of growing, and was not emaciated. Other signs were palpitation on 
exertion or mental emotion, with dyspnoea, a sharp, quick, and frequent 
pulse, pink-colored veins, ringing or rather buzzing im the ears, and a 
throbbing of the cerebral arteries, compared to the sound of the discharging 

ipe of a steam engine. Stomach at times irritable. Great feeling of 
Lroiude, and of exhaustion. ‘The catamenial periods were attended 
by excessive flow, and in the intervals hemorrhage was frequent. She 
had been recently examined, and a tumor projecting out of the os uteri 
diagnosed. Upon examination I found the tumor to be hard, in- 
sensible and small, of the size of a small pullet egg. 
attended, and followed the examination. I could not reach the pedicle, 
if the tumor had one. a peeing to consider it as springing from 
the cervix with a broad base. The ligature was applied. I tried dif- 
ferent canulez in this case, and though the tumor was not large, I found 
the largest instrument to answer best. 

Pain was produced by tightening the ligature. As soon as pain oc- 
curred, the ligature was fastened where it was. Some soreness of the 
abdomen was complained of next day, and the instrument was not touch- 
ed. The next day it was tightened, and pain again produced. Soreness 
of abdomen again occurred. I was satisfied that the tumor was insensi- 
ble, but the neck being very short, if any existed, the strain of the whipcord 
was upon the womb, at the spot whence the polypus sprung. This ex- 
plains the pain and the abdominal tenderness. In about a week the tu- 
mor and instrument came away. ‘The poly pus was perfectly white. I 
scarce recollect so white an animal texture. From this time 
well, The tumor was accidentally 
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Case VI.—Mrs. W., aged about 40; has children. Has suffered 
greatly of late from uterine hemorrhage, and the exhaustion induced. 
Of late she has been obliged to keep still, and in bed, as in this way 
only can she prevent flooding. She suffers many of the symptoms given 
in Miss S.’s case, but not in so severe a degree. Within a few weeks 
her case has become alarming, and her physician, upon examination per 
vaginam, discovered a tumor projecting from the os uteri. I was de- 
sired to see Mrs. W., and upon examination detected a tumor, in, 
but hardly projecting from, the os uteri. It was hard and insensible. 
It was closely embraced by the os uteri, so close that I could only 

a probe between them. It seemed very much as the glans penis 
Kooks in a severe case of phymosis. The woman was bleeding badly 
every day, but it was not possible to operate. It was advised to 
give her ergot in ten-grain doses, as often as five or six times daily, if her 
stomach would bear it. This was done, and pains in region of womb 
produced, and after a few days I found the tumor so much out of the 
womb as to allow the use of the ligature. It was applied. Hemorrhage 
at once ceased. Pain in the womb and abdomen was produced by 
tightening the cord, as in Miss S.’s case. But no untoward complication 
ensued, and in four days the tumor came away ; since which, Mrs. W. has 
done perfectly well. ‘The tumor was very firm, and of a deep red color. 


Cases of Ovarian Tumor. 

Case VII.—Mrs. ; married, has children. I saw this patient 
with Dr. Hanaford. A tumor, filling most of the lower part of the abdo- 
men, presented itself. It was unequal in its outline, as if composed of 
many tumors. It was felt in the vagina, and so far filling it as to press 
the neck of the womb firmly against the symphysis, giving much trouble 
passing urine. ‘The uterine periodical function continued. Much suf- 
fering attended this disease. At times acute inflammatory attacks. The 
health had sunk, emaciation had occurred, the situation of the patient 
seemed hopeless. In its treatinent constant efforts were made to sustain 
the patient while means were used to keep inflammatory processes in 
check, and to prevent increase of the tumor. Leeches, vesication, io- 
dine ointment, hydriodate internally, sol. muriate of lime, &c., were 
among the means employed. At length a new symptom showed itself, 
which was the precursor of recovery. An involuntary and copious liquid 
discharge took place from the rectum. Some of it was collected in a 
vessel and examined. It was a perfectly transparent, dense, gelatinous 
liquid, very adhesive, and having a distinct albuminous odor. There 
was not the least trace of fecal smell in it at any time. The discharge 
went on. The tumor grew less. The pains which Mrs. had so 


long suffered, ceased. She regained appetite, strength, flesh, and is now 
wel. Is not this case of some interest in romp ade shows 
how a disease of the ovary, consisting of a fluid deposit, and 
life, may disappear, and reco happen, where opportunity is 

for a constant discharge of the fluid as it forms. Tevmess mis 
have an opportunity to contract. New processes occur in them from 
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exposure to the air, and at length the sac disappears. What is done by 
a rude surgery, the pulling away, or cutting away the sac, or removal of 
ys emma excision, is done by a gentler and wiser hand, and recovery 
follows. May not the ovary be punctured through the rectum, or vagina, 
and the natural surgery be thus in some sort imitated ? 

Case VIII—E. L., about 30, unmarried. Has a large tumor occu- 
ying one side of the abdomen, extending from right iliac region 

line towards and above umbilicus. ‘Tumor ap. 
parently solid. I say apparently, for it is not to diagnose the li 
contents of such tumors, fr liquids be in dam, eapeitilly if the wor be 
thick, and the cavity within be formed of two or more non-communicat- 
ing sacs. Examination per vaginam discovered a solid tumor filling most 
of pelvis, and which seemed to be a part of the general mass above de- 
scribed. ‘This patient suffers much from her disease. .At times the 
bladder and are so compressed that urine cannot pass. At times 
the rectum is obstructed. ‘The result is most severe pain and distress 
throughout the abdomen. ‘The trouble here is spasmodic, and at times 
exactly resembles violent colic. In the intervals of these attacks she was 
able to do some work in a family, to walk the streets, &c. She had for 
some time been engaged to be married. A desire had been manifested 
to have the engagement broken off. I was consulted. I gave an opinion 
decidedly in favor of the measure; and had there been a legal question 
raised, I should have felt it my duty to state that such an “ impediment ” 
marriage i . 1 remembered a case of recent marriage, in 
which the Iencband desired my advice on account of important disease, 
not known to exist before marriage. I discovered that a tumor abso- 
lutely filled the whole cavity of the pelvis, and which, if it continued to 
grow, would in no long time be seen externally. 

I began an active course of treatment very soon after I saw this case 
of E.L. ‘The diet was regulated, so was exercise and rest. Iodine 


t I occasionally see her, 


again, I should have known it. 
Remarks.—Mrs. K.’s case, No. IV., em a large space in this 
record. It was a case of much interest. It involved some important 


princi Are we authorized to operate in such cases? How far are 
was entire faith in what was to be done. It was faith in it as the only 


omtment was constantly applied over extent tumor ; 
mur. lime was steadily given. She took of this larger doses than has 
any other patient to whom I have prescribed it. The dose amounted 
at last to about three hundred drops, three times a-day. Leeches were 
used whenever = existed in the tumor, and occasionally counter-irri- 
tation was employed. This course was persisted in for a long time. 
The tumor gradually diminished. This was ascertained by careful ad- 
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means of life—offering the only chance, however faint, that was of good. 
It was associated with an intense desire to live. The disease, called by 
C. M. Clarke and others malignant, has within a few years been success- 
fully treated by ligature. The immediate effect of ligature in this case 
was good. It lengthened life, and made life comfortable. I do not re- 
collect a circumstance in this case which brings with it any regret that the 


operation was done. A question has been asked above, how far shall ° 


the physician be influenced in his judgment in treating disease by the 
demands, or wishes of his patient? As a rule, and the demand existing 
by itself, there being nothing in the case which promises good from any 
known agencies, he is not to be influenced at all by the wishes of his 
patient. But cases do occur which form, or are regarded as exceptions 
to the rule, and the physician is, and will be, governed by them. If re- 
member, when a hospital pupil, a sailor entering the hospital for an af- 
fection of the heel which rendered him perfectly useless, and for years, 
under all sorts of treatment, had made him a great sufferer. He came 
to have his leg cut off. He had hobbled over the country, and applied 
for the radical treatment in vain. His leg, heel, foot, al, had not the 
slightest appearance of disease about them. His demand was heeded, 
his request granted, and he had the operation done with | eee as 
little suffering, certainly with as little complaint, as if he had under 
the fullest power of w Be 

I remember another case. It occurred in Scotland. An unmarried 
woman had a swelling of the abdomen of great size. It troubled her 
extremely. It did so principally in preventing her getting employment, 
she being supposed pregnant. is was a sore charge, and most grievous 
in its consequences, for she depended on work for her living. She 
roamed about to have an operation done on the abdomen, by means of 
which a large tumor, which surgeons regarded her trouble to be, might be 
removed. She applied in vain, till at length Mr. Lizars, then of Edin- 
burgh, consented to do the operation. An incision was made of great 
extent, into the peritoneal cavity. But no tumor was found. ‘The ab- 
dominal intumescence was owing entirely to a very large deposit of fat 
in the walls of the abdomen, and a very fat omentum. 

In deciding the question of an operation in the cases referred to, the 
surgeon acts upon his own responsibleness, and his sense of this must de- 
termine for him what the practice must be. 

A word more. In cases V. and VI., of polypi of the womb, it is said 
that pain was complained of when the ligature was tightened, and that 
soreness of the abdomen followed. The same was said of tightening the 
ligature in Mrs. K.’s case. Now these three tumors are insensible, wholly so, 
certainly were they in the cases referred to. Whence, then, the pain? I 
have dy answered this question, by supposing that it happened from 
the nearness of the ligature to the proper substance of the womb itself. 
The tumors had no pedicles. ‘They sprung from broad bases, and the 
ligature was applied very near to the base. The womb, though no 
tion of it was included in the ligature, did receive pressure from the liga- 
ture applied so near to it. Now it is not important that the ligature 
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should embrace poly pi round the pedicle, or very near the base, mg ed 


in cylindrical or globular polypi which have no pedicle. If the ligature 
be applied at such a distance as not at all to affect the womb, the whole 
of the tumor will drop off, just as does the whole of the umbilical cord, 
let us leave what amount we may adherent to the abdomen. 

But if the pain on tightening the ligature be such as to attract regard— 
if it be accompanied by the constitutional or local symptoms of uterine 
or peritoneal inflammation, slacken or remove it at once, and treat the 
disease it has produced at once with appropriate remedies. When ap- 
plied again, select a spot more distant from the womb. Make the pres- 
sure less severe if pain again accompany it. If there be no pain, make 
it firm enough to strangulate the tumor at once, or as far as may be, as 
less constitutional trouble is apt to arise from such an operation, than from 
a less perfect and positive one. 


PROSECUTIONS FOR MAL-PRACTICE IN THE STATE OF N. YORK. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Sargical Journal. 


surgical cases. 

Some time about the L1th of September, 1845, two young men, both 
“ possee men,” or in the employ of the State, during the late anti-rent 
difficulties, were wrestling ; one of whom was about to be thrown upon 
the ground, and in the act of falling, thrust out his left hand, which met 
the ground rather outwards and backwards from his body ; receiving not 
only the weight of his own body, but in all probability that of his an- 
tagonist ; which resulted in a fracture of the external condyle of the hu- 
merus, and a backward dislocation of the ulna. In fifteen or twenty 
minutes after the receipt of the injury, the patient was placed in the 
hands of a young physician, who, I believe, regarded the accident a 
backward dislocation of the elbow. ; 

By the testimony it appeared that he attempted to reduce it, by direct- 
ing one person to make use of counter-extension from the humerus, mid- 
way between the shoulder and elbow, and another individual was directed 
to extend upon the fore-arm, by grasping the limb at the wrist; while 


Sir,—lI saw, by a notice in a late No. of your Journal, that a physician 
in Delaware County, of this State, had been prosecuted for a-auilioe 
in the treatment of a surgical case. Perhaps a brief history of the case, 
treatment and result, in connection with another of alleged mal-practice 
in surgery, disposed of last week, in the Washington County Circuit 
Court, may not be uninteresting, if not instructive to the medical 
profession. 
In giving the report of these cases publicity in a widely-circulated 
, medical journal, I trust the public interest may be subserved, and the 
junior members of the profession benefited. I desire not to wound the 
feelings of any professional man ; and shall, therefore, avoid giving the 
names of the physicians charged with the mal-treatment of the following 
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the physician, by the aid of his own hands, endeavored to crowd the ar- 
ticulating extremity of the humerus, situated in what should be the hollow 
of the arm, backwards. The extension and counter-extension was ap- 
plied while the limb was in the extended or straight position ; and after 
the application of considerable force, for some little time, there was an 
apparent yielding, when the physician would direct the limb to be slightly 
flexed, which twice resulted in something like a “chuck backwards.” At 
last, on a third trial, extension and counter-extension was applied as in the 
othertwo instances, and the limb left nearly in the straight position, with little 
or no effort made to flex it. It was nced reduced ; and the 
patient thought “ it felt more like an arm.” ‘The degree of flexion can be 
pretty accurately estimated, when it is stated, that in order to make a 
sling sufficiently long to suspend the limb over the opposite shoulder, it 
required, or, at least, two handkerchiefs were tied together, and used in 
the ordinary way. 

The physician saw the patient from tine to time, for about thirty days ; 
and up to near this psi, said that “it was all right, or as near as it 
could be, except a little point of bone or process, which would come 
right by using the limb.” | 

At the end of seven or eight weeks, the patient called on me at one 
of our Saturday cliniques at the Albany Medical College, with his elbow 
swollen, stiff, and in nearly the straight position. ‘The lower end of the 
humerus could be felt quite distinctly at the fore part of the joint, and 
the olecranon projected unnaturally behind ; in short, the ulna was, at 
that time, dislocated backwards. i made a vigorous, though unsuccess- 
ful, attempt to reduce it. In the great exertion employed to flex the 
limb, and the effort to dislodge the coronoid process from the olecranon 
fossa, the extreme point of the olecranon process gave way. The fore- 
arm, however, was brought to something more than a right angle with 
the arm, which would have been in a much more useful position, if, as 
we anticipated, a joint but little better than anchylosed, should be 
the result. By neglect on the part of the patient, and by the weight 
of the fore-arm, the limb at length returned to a state but little more 
saw it, and thus remained stiff and 
inflexible. 

In something less than a year after the accident, the young man, by 
the advice of his friends (not medical), commenced a suit for damages ; 
charging, in his declaration, that the joint was then dislocated ; that it 
had never been reduced, and consequently that he had, in a great degree, 
Jost the use of his limb. ‘That a backward dislocation of the ulna exist- 
ed at the time of the trial, neither the defendant nor witnesses pretended 
to deny, and that a great share of the difficulty and loss of the use 
of the limb was to be attributed to the dislocation. 

The counsellor for the plaintiff’ endeavored to show, that the mal- 
practice consisted in the fact. that the defendant did not make use of the 
most common and best means to reduce the dislocation ; and that no evi- 
dence, at the time of the attempted reduction, was had, to show that the 
dislocated bone had been replaced. _ 


Prosecutions for Mal-practice. 479 


One of the first questions put, on the part of the tion, was, 
What is the present condition of the elbow-joint of the plaintiff; and 
what was the original nature of the injury?” All agreed, that there was 
a fracture of the external condyle, which presented its proper relation to 
the head of the radius, and that there was a dislocation of the ulna 
backwards. Some of the witnesses thought that the coronoid process 
of the ulna was broken off; and others, that the fracture, which carried 
away the external condyle, extended through the trochleal articulatin 
surface of the humerus, so that by the action of the muscles, the onendll 
process (provided it was not broken off) was drawn, as it were, between 
the fragment and the continued shaft ; or, in other words, that the articu- 
lating surface of the humerus was not sufficiently broad to sustain the 
ulna, after having been brought into its proper place. ‘These two points, 
together with a feeble attempt to show that the patient had been impru- 
dent in walking about too soon; in permitting a friend or nurse to dress 
it; and in riding on horseback, constituted the chief grounds of the 


e. 

On the of the prosecution, after inquiring into the condition of the 
limb, aay ef the accident, &c., the quntion was asked, “ What is 
the evidence of reduction of a dislocated limb or joint?” All the wit- 
nesses, both for ution and defence, replied, “ restoration of the 
form and shape of the joint, and freedom of motion.” 

The next question asked, was concerning the proper mode and means 
to be employed in reducing a backward dislocation of the ulna; and 
without a single exception, all replied, that it would be proper to apply 
extension and counter-extension while the elbow was in a flexed position. 
This principle was too obvious to be denied, or controverted, from the 
clear and conclusive demonstration made by the aid of the os humeri and 
ulna. By flexing the joint, the coronoid process was brought out, and for- 
ward from the deep olecranon fossa ; and by extending it, it was made to 
lock into the deep olecranon fossa, and there retain its hold with great 

ness. 

The book authorities, with the exception of a single case given by Sir 
A. Cooper, in his work on Dislocations, direct that the limb should be 
flexed, as by bending the joint around the knee, or around a bed-post. 
it was agreed by all the medical witnesses, that if the limb was flexed, 
and at the same time, if a separating force were applied to the extremi- 
ties of the two bones involved in the dislocation, whether by the hands, 
eh any other way, such a dislocation as that under consideration might 

reduced. 

. Another question asked the medical witnesses, was this: “If the 
coronoid process be Wroken off, would it be the proper, and the authorized 
practice, to place the limb in the extended position ; or would it be cor- 
rect practice for the treatment of the fracture, especially if there had 
been a backward dislocation of the ulna?” The ion was also asked, 
“Should the limb be placed in the semi- or flexed position?” 
To the former question all answered in the negative ; and to the latter, 
the same reply was made by all the physicians, with the single exception 


= 
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of a young man who was then practising ar yh and who testified that 
he was a graduate in medicine ; had attended lectures in New York ; 
and had there received instruction in the lectures of the Professor of Sur- 
gery to treat fracture of the coronoid process of the ulna, by placing the 
elbow-joint in the semi-flexed position.” I find no authority for this 

ractice in any surgical work with which I am acquainted ; nor have I 
ee that such is the doctrine taught in any other medical institution 
out of the city of New York. Perhaps the young surgeon might have 
been mistaken, or misunderstood the direction of his teacher. If so, I 
presume that the distinguished and able surgeon of New York, under 
whose instruction he claimed to have received such direction, will notify 
him of his mistake, and put him right upon this important principle. 

Another question put on the side of the prosecution, was this. “ Pro- 
vided the coronoid process be broken off, and the ulna dislocated back- 
wards ; and provided, also, it has been reduced, in which position, whether 
in the extended or flexed, would the ulna be most likely to remain in its pro- 
per place ?” Here, too, the universal answer was, “in the flexed position.” 

The above are the most essential and im nt facts as developed on the 
trial, by candid and fair witnesses ; and result was a verdict for the 
plaintitl of $450. 

The prosecution was conducted in a most scientific and able manner 
by A. Tabor, Esq., of this city, assisted by the Hon. Mr. Wheeler, of 
Delaware County. Mitchell Sanford, Esq., of Greene County, conducted 
the defence, assisted by A. Parker, Esq., of Delhi. Mr. Sanford, who 
addressed the jury, displayed his usual tact, ingenuity and eloquence, in 
endeavoring to convince the minds of his hearers, that the young physi- 
cian had neither done wrong, nor had neglected to do anything that 
ought to have been done. 

Hon. Amasa J. Parker, of this city, the Circuit Judge, before 
whom the cause was tried, gave a brief, though clear and impartial 
charge, stating that the jury were to be governed by the law and the 
facts in the case before them. The principle of law, applicable to the 
case under consideration, was fully cuiieah ; and as the testimony to the 
facts in the case was so fresh upon the minds of the jury, he deemed it 
altogether unnecessary to repeat it. 

In most of the prosecutions of physicians and surgeons for mal-prac- 
tice, it is fair to presume, from a pretty extended observation, that they 
originate in, or grow out of, an unwarrantable rivalry, or perhaps jealousy, 
between two neighboring practitioners. In this case no sp ex- 


isted ; on the contrary, it would seem as though all the medical -profes- 
sion, who testified on either side, were willing and anxious to protect the 
defendant, and the medical profession, so far as they could consistently 
with the solemn responsibilities of an oath resting upon them. 

The report of the Washington County suit for mal-practice, may be 
expected next week. Atpen Marcu. 


Albany, June, 1847. 
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DR. JACKSON’S REVIEW OF DR. GAY’S STATEMENT. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—Permit me to congratulate you on the pleasure you derived 
in presenting to your readers “ A very interesting review of Dr. Gay’s 
vindication of Dr. C. ‘T. Jackson’s claims to the discovery of the appli- 
cability of sulphuric ether for the prevention of pain, and its application to 
surgical practice, by Dr. John B.S. Jackson, an eminent physician of this 
city, who has recently been appointed Professor of Pathological Anatomy 
in Harvard University.” In the 20th No. of the present volume, you 
remark, that you “are anxious that nothing relating to the controversy 
between the claimants of the discovery of the new mode of administer- 
ing ether, calculated to engender angry feelings, shall have admission in- 
to these pages.” ‘Therefore we are bound to believe there is something 
more in this review than catches the eye on its perusal. I am aware 
that professorial documents, proceeding, too, from the pens of eminent 
men, carry with them a kind of influence, pertaining more to the elevat- 
ed source whence they originate than to the arguments they contain. 
The compliment, as it would seem almost incidentally, paid by Dr. Jack- 
son to Mr. Bemis, the friend of his friend, was happily introduced, and 
will doubtless turn many a muffled face Bemisward, knowing, as they 
now do, that his operations are fortunately so far painless as not to 
the inhalation of sulphuric ether desirable. 1 know nothing, and care as 
little, of the strength of the relative claims to this discovery ; but I cannot 
but think it unfortunate, that Dr. C. T. Jackson’s efforts are entirely de- 
fensive. I believe it is a generally-admitted fact, that an offensive war 
is more efficient than a defensive one, whether it be of a political, re- 
ligious or scientific character. Now, Sir, it seems to me that Dr. Jack- 
son’s course is almost wholly apologetical, and when a man stands be- 
fore the world in this attitude, he is not apt to be successful. Mr. B. 
says that Dr. Jackson had conceived the plan of preventing pain in sur- 
gical operations by some direct and new agent in 1842; and remembers 
a remark by him, at that time, that he had tried this agent upon himself, 
successfully, and he has no doubt that it was sulphuric ether. Well, Sir, 
how is this? In 1842, Dr. Jackson, communicating with a “ most re- 
spectable dentist,” tells him of his discovery of a direct and new agent 
for the entire prevention of pain, but will not, or does not, inform him 
what it was. God forbid that I should bring any charge against either 
of the eminent patentees of the letheon. But would not some of the 
more censorious portion of the world say, that he was only “ feeling his 
man,” and if he had not found Mr. Bemis’s mode of dental tions 
* so far painless,” he might have struck a bargain with him as long ago 
as 1842, for ten per cent. on the profits of this magical compoun , 
says your official correspondent, Dr. Jackson reprobated the idea of a 
‘capa as strongly as any one, that he had never taken such a course be- 
, and that in the present case he felt compelled to do it, lest Dr.—I 
beg pardon—lest Mr. Morton should do it himself. Really! Now sup- 
pose this very Mr. Morton, who has never “ devoted his time nor ex- 
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ded his — to ire the information which would enable him to 
ern a medica degree,” should, in his zeal to establish his claim to 
this discovery, tell a lie ; would Dr. Jackson, in accordance with the same 
logic, feel bound to rebut it by telling another? Again, if Dr. Jackson 
had a right to expect Mr. Morton to pay him a fee for professional ad- 
vice, and that fee was fixed at $500 or ten per cent., why are his friends 
SO anxious to communicate to the world that he never has and never 
will receive any com tion? And = destroy the bond, the strongest 
evidence of that professional advice? Well might Dr. Jackson exclaim, 
“Save me from my friends, and I will take care of my enemies.” The 
whole subject seems to be wrapped in mystery and doubt, and the point at 
issue, after all the Herculean labors of his friends, is as far from being eluci- 
dated as when the warfarecommenced. If I can draw any conclusion, how- 
ever, from the evidence adduced, I should think Dr. Jackson was entitled 
to the merit of the discovery, unless, indeed, he has virtually forfeited 
it by the wonderful stupidity which he has displayed in introducing it 
to the world. If it be true that this Mr. Morton was as ignorant as he 
is declared to be, not only of all physiological laws, but of the sap la 
ence of sulphuric ether, why did Dr. Jackson select him as one 
whom he would “induce” to test a discovery of this nature? Why, 
Sir, not go at once to the halls, not of the Montezumas, but of the sur- 
geons of the Massachusetts General Hospital, whose very atmosphere is 
redolent with scientific lore, and filled with the bright scintillations shot 
off by the constant attrition of mind with mind? He could not doubt 
their deep devotedness to the cause of medical science. He did not 
dread that any dishonest promptings would urge them on to the damna- 
ble act of despoiling his fair fame to enrich their own. Alas, did he fear 
that the proverbial modesty of this select and elite body would cause 
them to shrink from a public exhibition of their names in connection with 
a great discovery ? should have reflected that “faint heart never 
won fair lady.” The result shows that, though a natural, it was a need- 
less fear. For being induced, by a much smaller ge than himself, 
that mantle of modesty which has descended, and I doubt not will con- 
tinue to descend, with official station, from father to son, ad infinitum, 
was momentarily laid aside, and the discovery announced over the im- 
posing signature of one of the Surgeons of the Massachusetts General 
ital, and himself shorn of more than half his honors. 
oston, July 3, 1847. W. W. Comstock. 


ACCOMMODATIONS AT SARATOGA. 
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


Amone the numerous readers of this Journal, there must be many who 
have patients laboring under long-continued disease, whom they would 
desire to send to the Springs, but are deterred by the expenses while 
here. It is true that a fair compensation to those who can have an in- 
come on their investments during only ten or twelve weeks in a year, in- 
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| volves an appearance, to those who do not reflect, of extravagance or ex- 
tortion in their charges. It is still a fact that the poor can be boarded 
and lodged for $2 50 a week in several houses, and between that 
price and $5,00 there are abundant opportunities of board. At the last 
named price we have three large and excellent establishments, which 
comprise all necessary comforts and conveniences, and afford nearly as 
| tables as the most expensive hotels. Many private houses charge 
from $4,00 to $%7,00 a week. 
But what I was going to say is this, There are quite a number of 
houses here which have the sign House Room at the door. This implies 
that a party, containing one or more females, can be allowed lodging, 
room, bed, bedding and furniture, and permission to use the fire and cooki 
utensils of the family. All this for 81,00 a week to each individual 
Such a couple or party need not carry any furniture. They have simply 
to go into the village markets, and purchase just such supplies as wey 
prefer. 1 am told it is very common for them to get through for an a 
tional dollar a week, that is, in all, two dollars a week, or even less. I 
would not have troubled you, if I were not very sure that there must 
be many poor and deserving invalids, who need many weeks continuous 
medication at our springs, and who would come if their physicians would 
lay the substance of these remarks before them. It would be safe to 
send any such to Miss Arethusa Wood, corner of Circular and Bath 
streets, whose rooms appear in fine order, and who would be likely to 
know where such houses could be found in case her own was full. 


Saratoga Springs, July 6th, 1847. M. L. Norru. 
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Disinfecting Agent in Typhus Fever.—A lady, in the charming, rural 
town of Quincy, whose heart is under the kindliest influences of Christian 
philanthropy, sent a note to the Mayor of Boston, the other day, in which 
was a copy of the recipe once exceeding] ro for disinfecting ships, 
hospitals and houses, in which the typhus had become an alarming fixture, 
His Honor transmitted it to us, and we insert it in the Journal, out of re- 
spect to himself and his fair correspondent, although it is by no means new 
to us—nor have we much confidence in its agency in overcoming the causes 
which produce or keep alive the disease in question, However, as an oppor- 
tunity now occurs on a large scale for ascertaining its true value, and testing 
the properties of the gas in passenger ships where the fever has prevailed 
extensively. the mixture will be prepared according to the lady's transcribed 
directions, and a trial made of it. 


Quincy, June 30, 
“T suppose the ies of this must be generally known to 
modicel men; but not, like Dr. Jackson, the chemist, lose a chance of 
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preventing human suffering as quickly as =_— by neglecting to speak 
a 


of it; and therefore make my report to the Mayor. 
« The following recipe for the prevention of infection from typhus fever, 
Dr. J. C. Smith, of I London, gained for that gentleman a reward of 
0 from Parliament. 

“Take six drachms of powdered nitre (salt petre), and six drachms of 
sulphuric acid (oil of vitriol). Mix them ina tea cup. By adding one 
drachm of the oil at a time, a copious discharge of nitrous acid gas will 
take pluce. The cup to be placed, during the preparation, on a list hearth, 
or plate of heated iron, and the mixture stirred with a tobacco pipe. The 
quantity of gas may be regulated, by lessening or increasing the quantity 
of the ingredients. The above is for a moderate sized room; half the 
quantity would be sufficient for a small room. Avoid, as much as possible, 
breathing the gas when it first rises from the vessel. No injury to the 
Jangs will happen when the air is impregnated with gas,—which is called 
nitrous acid gas, and it cannot be too widely known that it possesses the 
property of preventing the spread of typhus fever.” 


Means of Preserving Health at Vera Cruz.—E.H. Barton, M.D., of 
. the U. S. A., President of the newly organized Sanatory Board of the city 
of Vera Cruz, recently issued, among others, the following recommendatory 
regulations to the inhabitants, which are of general interest to all persons 
travelling in that and similar climates :— 

“The first precept it teaches is Temperance, in every sense of that ex- 
tensive term—but especially with regard to an indulgence in intoxicating 
drinks, and overtasking the digestive organs with strong and rich food, or 
that which is difficult of digestion, or green fruit—or very much of ripe fruit, 
if you are unaccustomed to it. 

“ The second is in relation to exposure to the sun and nicht air: the first 
will be avoided as far as practicable, and particularly from 7 A. M. to 2 
P. M., and the night air is the more dangerous from the increased suscepti- 
bility acquired by a previous exposure to the sun; and if necessarily in it, 
use flannel and be in motion while so exposed. Use every prudent means 
to avoid exposure to the rains and dampness now daily expected. 

“ The third is in regard to your dress—rather be too warm than too cool 
—flannel to the skin is strongly advised; avoid indulging in the seductive 
but dangerous drafts or currents of air—watch carefully the first approaches 
of coolness or chill, and retire from it. 

“ On the first signal of sickness—pain in the head, back and limbs, apply 
to a competent medical man, and obey his instructions implicitly. Use the 
warm and salt baths freely before your meals, or not sooner than three hours 
after; the first is most applicable when exhausted from fatigue.” 


Medical Reform in France.—The following article is taken from the 
Boston Daily Atlas. It is more recent than any thing we have seen in the 
French journals on the subject. An effort is making to purify the medical 
ranks from ignoramuses, and unprincipled pretenders to a knowledge which 
they never possessed. 

“ Cousin, the gS made a long speech in the Chamber of Peers, 
on the 4th, against a Medical Reform Bill, introduced in accordance with 
the views of 5000 practitioners from all parts of France, who assembled 
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here last November. Its principal features are—a prohibition of practice 
without a regular Diploma conferred in France or Padres here as an equi- 
valent, and the establishment of Medecins cantonnauz, bound for a certain 
salary to attend the poor gratis, who are to replace the Offciers-de- Sante. 
These Health Officers, who now minister to the ills of small villages, are 
not required to take literary degrees, and undergo but three oral examina- 
tions, on anatorny—the elements of medicine—surgery and pharmacy. 
By the proposed law, all practising medicine must conform to the present 
regulations, by which candidates for the degree of M.D. must have gradu- 
ated as Bachelors of Letters and Sciences in the Sorbonne of Paris, or the 
Faculties of Strasburg or Montpelier. The period of their studies is four 
years, during which they are required to undergo five examinations, and to 
defend a thesis. The first examination has for its object—natural history, 
natural philosophy, and chemistry ; the second, anatomy and physiology ; 
the third, the ¢ of medicine and surgery; the fourth, materia medica, 
and medical jurisprudence ; the fifth, the practice of medicine and surgery. 
Of these examinations, two, the first and the fifth, are essentially practical ; 
each student being required, for the former, to perform a minute Siesection 
in nce of the Board of Examiners; and for the latter, to examine two 
patients who are wey to him in the hospitals. The Thesis is written 
in Latin or French; the examinations are public, and of a very stringent 
character. There are now in France 12,000 doctors in medicine and 8,000 
health officers. The average number who have received the degree of 
M.D. for the past three years, is 300.” 


Goodwin's Surgical Splints.—It gives much pleasure to ascertain, from 
many sources, that the various kinds of splints and ingeniously devised 
fracture apparatus manufactured by Mr. Goodwin, of Ashfield, Mass., are 
constantly gaining in the estimation of surgeons. They are light, neatly 
made, and well fitted to answer the intention of such instruments. Mr. 
Goodwin’s splints are prized in Boston, and now appear to be much used. 
We have always been gratified to loan those belonging to our own collec- 
tion, that gentlemen may ascertain their character, and thus avoid pur- 
chasing an article that they might not afterwards like. The set is not only 
cheap, but in all respects convenient and economical. At No. 67 Union 
street an agency is established with Mr. Goodwin’s son. 


Hot Springs Arkansas.—Those who own this property exhibit a no- 
ticeable degree » At in sounding the praises of water over the 


land. The springs are curiosities, especially when it is recollected that the 
water is hot, and that a fire is burning below it to maintain a temperature 
that scarcely varies half a degree perhaps in centuries. Like the hot 
and warm springs of Virginia, in neuralgic and rheumatic complaints they 
are excellent; but the skill of the proprietors in the construction of a circu- 
lar is the principal object of this paragraph. Here is a detached morsel 
taken from mid-ships. The reference is to nature, and runs thus :— 


“ Bhe feels no pulse, nor asks complaint, 

But, free to all, without restraint, 
She gives her waters pure. 


She soothes the sufferer’s pains, 
nor pill ; 
Bhe needs no clerk to count the grains, 
No over-doses kill.” 
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Medical Matters in Virginia.—An institution, under the title of the 
Scientific and Eclectic Medical Institute, was chartered by the Legislature 
March Sth, 1847, and is located at Petersburg. Of its precise object or 
character we are not well informed. A course of lectures is to commence 
the first Monday in November, and the following persons compose the 
faculty. Our impression is, that it is a Thomsonian machine for the manu- 
facture of a very low order of medicine mongers. , Pro- 
fessor of Physiology and Pathology. A.M. Black, M.D., Professor of 
Anatomy. C. J. Kenworthy, M.D., Professor of Surgery. W. Beach, 
M.D., Professor of Principles and Practice of Medicine. E. C. Banning, 
M.D., Professor of Obstetrics, &. Henry M. Price, M.D., Professor of 
Therapeutics and Materia Medica. J. Thomas, M.D., Professor of Che- 
mistry and Forensic Medicine. 


University of New York.—At the late commencement, after the academi- 
cal exercises, the following gentlemen were admitted to the se of M:D., 
viz., Henry Beach, ‘N. Y.; James L. Grant, Ga.; Daniel F. Vastbinder, 
Canada John G. Baylis, N. J.; Erastus Tafft, Ill. ; and Peter C. Eisen- 
lord, N. J. An honorary Degree of M.D. was conferred on Thomas Dil- 
lard, Va., and Alex. A. Hunt, N. J. 


Medical Books on Sale in Boston.—Messrs. Ticknor & Co. have issued 
a new and complete catalogue of all medical works to be procured in Bos- 
ton, comprising recent publications on anatomy, medicine, surgery, mid- 
wifery, materia medica, medical jurisprudence, &c. The collection is an 
inviting one to select from, and those solicitous of knowing what there is 
new in the bibliographical market, can procure one of these catalogues gra- 
tuitously, by addressing the publishers through the mail. It is at least par- 
donable, we believe, to say that standard medical books can be purchased 
in this city at a reasonable price. 


A Black Person becoming White.—From the Northampton Democrat, 
the following singular intelligence is taken. “The extraordinary fact of a 
black woman turning white, has recently occurred at Cairo. The woman 


is the wife of a soldier belonging to Ibraham Pacha’s guard, and, according . 


to the evidence brought forward, it was during the two last years that her 
black skin peeled off by degrees, without any inconvenience to herself, and 
has been replaced by a white skin. Her features distinctly belong to the 
Ethiopian race, and her flat nose, thick, projecting lips, wooly hair, 
culiar cheek bone, her accent, and the shape of her feet, all denote a 
origin. Five medical men at Cairo have certified to the above facts.” 


Hampden § College.—Dr. James L. Cabell, now Professor of 
Anatomy and Surgery in the University of Virginia, has been selected, and 
has consented, to take charge of the Professorship in the Richmond Medi- 
cal College, recently made vacant by the death of the late Dr. Augustus 
L. Warner. Dr. Cabell is now widely known as a medical instructer, and 


will prove a valuable accession both to the college and city.—U, S, Gazette. 
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A Place without Doctors.—The Post Master writing from Geneva, Cof- 
fee County, Alabama, makes the following extraordinary annunciation:— 
“ Strange to say, among a population voting about eight hundred, some 
pretty large families, and this village containing about forty families, we 
cannot count one doctor. Our village, Geneva, is on a stream navigable 


for steamboats, at the heart of navigation, and in a cotton region.” — West- 
ern Lancet. 


Monument to Bichat.—The Municipal Council of Paris have granted 
the sum of 1000 francs, as a contribution, towards the erection of a monu- 
ment to Bichat, in the Faculty of Medicine. This is said to be done in 
consideration of Bichat, who, although he lived but 31 years, “ merited so 
highly of science and humanity, and rendered his name immortal by his 
labors, his discoveries and his genius.”—London Lancet 


Medical Miscellany.—The native population of the Sandwich Islands is 
rapidly decreasing, and the oom is entertained that the whole will finally 
disappear before the Anglo-Saxon race.—Jahr’s new Manual, or Sympto- 
men Codex, is in progress at Mr. Radde’s press, New York. This is re- 
ca to be more complete than the first edition, and will contain about 

000 We have not yet seen a specimen.—La Lancette Canadienne, 
a medical periodical of Montreal, has been discontinued after a brief exist- 
ence.—Readers will notice that an important item of information in regard 
to the Medical Department of the New York University, was omitted in 
the advertisement in last week’s Journal, but is supplied in the present No. 
An addition is also this week made to the Berkshire Medical School adver- 
tisement.—The tables of death in the Pennsylvania Prison, where solitary 
confinement has been long practised, show that 1 prisoner in 23 died y ; 
while at Charlestown, where the prisoners are allowed to mix together, on 
1 in 84 died. The usual proportion of insane persons in society at large is 
about 1 in 1000 ; in the Pennsylvania Prison 28 in 1000 are insane.—Dr. B. 
F. Harney, of the Army, was in a train attacked by a scout of Mexican sol- 
diers, lately, but by his bravery probably saved the lives of himself and 
companions.—Mr. John F. Macy, No. 3 Lowell Court, near Boylston 
market, is a good manufacturing chemist, and worthy of general patronage. 


To CorresrorpENts.—Dr. Dixon’s on Cataract. Dr. Marey’s on Ethereal Inhalation, 
Dr. Fisher’s on Sea Sickness, Dr. Bemis’s of Ethereal Inhalation in Labor, Dr. Hall’s Case 
of Laryngitis, and the remarks of “ H.” on the Duties of Physicians. have been received. 


Marriep—Dr. William Lester, of Hadley, Mass., to Miss M. Peck.—At Salem, Mass., Dr. J. 
F. Tuckerman, U. S. N., to Miss L. 8. Saltonstall, % 


Johas, Dr. Collins, a young and accomplished physician, of fever, which 


Report of Deaths in Boston—for the week ending July 10th, 76.—Males, 41 


Stillborn, 3. Of consumption, 7—typhus fever, 29—scarlet fever, 2—bronchitis, wren hg 
dropey on in, age, of the ver, of the 
2—worms, 1—inflammation of the 2—apoplexy, 1—debility, 1— 

Under , 3l—between 5 and 20 years, 8—between 20 and 40 years, 17—between 40 and 
6O years, ver 60 years, 5. 


was contracted in rendering tary p assistance to emigrants in ; 
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Births and Deaths.— Another of those mines of medical statistics furnish- 
ed by the quarterly returns of the health and mortality, has been issued by 
the Rexieuer-Gonevel. It abounds with many most judicious remarks on 
the causes which ‘favor the prevalence of sickness in this kingdom ; and it 
is furnished with several tables of meteorological observations made at 
different places. We make the following quotations :—*“ For many years 
the number of deaths in England has been highest in the winter and lowest 
in the summer quarter. In the summer quarter of 1846, the reverse was 
observed ; the mortality was greater than it had been in any quarter of the 
seven preceding years; and in the last winter quarter, ending March 31st, 
1847, fifty-six thousand one hundred and five persons in the districts which 
make the returns; a number greater than has been registered in any cor- 
responding quarter, and 6,035 above the corrected average. The deaths 
in the quarter, in all England and Wales, may be estimated at 120,000.” 
Again, 15,289 deaths were registered in London during the first thirteen 
weeks of the year; a greater number than has been registered in any pre- 
vious winter since the weekly table commenced. Upon the whole, the 
health of London, like that of the rest of the country, has been below the 
average. The temperature was below the average (last winter), and the 
severity of the weather was one cause of the increased mortality. It is, 
however, worthy of remark, that at Greenwich the temperature was lowet 
in the winter-quarter of 1845, when the deaths returned were 49,949, than 
in the past quarter of 1847, when the deaths were 56,105. Coupled with 
the severe cold of the past quarter, as a cause of increased mortality must 
be the high price of provisions, which was so general.—London Lancet. 


Re of M‘Gill College, Montreal, and 
the Incorporated School of Medicine.—A coalition has taken place between 
these hitherto rival institutions, which will secure to both parties great ad- 
vantages, and be the means of conferring great benefits on the Franco-Ca- 
nadian medical students of this Province. ‘They have urged, and not with- 
out some shadow of propriety, that being unable to appreciate lectures on 
medical science, delivered in the English language, they were debarred 
from profiting by those delivered at the University, and were consequently 
shut out from graduating in medicine, in this colony, in the only institution 
capable of conferring degrees. The coalition has removed this impediment ; 
and in order to secure the object, the tickets of the lecturers of the School 
of Medicine will be acknowledged by the University, and their students 
may graduate upon the fulfilment of the simplest University regulation— 
that of completing one annus medicus in the University, the examination 
for the degree being moreover conducted in the College Hall, by the Lec- 
turers of the School of Medicine themselves, and in the French language. 
Although this coalition has been effected, the two institutions are yet per- 
fectly distinct ; the Faculty of Medicine of the College, being nominally 
the English lecturers under the charter of the School of Medicine, while 
University privileges are extended to the tickets of the lecturers of the same 
institution who will restrict themselves to the French language. 

As far as regards the coalition of the Schools, we have been informed by 
several of the most respectable of the Canadian practitioners in this city, 
that the measure has given general satisfaction.—British American Journal 
of Medical and Physical Science. 
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